
 

 

Coronavirus update from Somerset County Council 

 

All our help and information is now available in a single place on the SCC 

website https://www.somerset.gov.uk/coronavirus/covid-19-latest-advice/ 

This page is refreshed through the day so please check in regularly to keep 

across developments and news. 

Top stories today: 
 

 

 

County Council steps up to support Somerset in time 

of need 

Somerset County Council is stepping up operations to support Somerset’s 

communities and keep people safe during the coronavirus emergency. 

The County Council will be increasing spending in several key areas in 

response to the pandemic. 

This includes expected spending of in excess of £10m for vital personal 

protective equipment (PPE) needed by carers, social workers and other key 

staff, £2m on new pop-up care homes to ease the pressure on the NHS, plus 

millions more to protect vulnerable children, childcare settings and key 

contractors. 

http://url8919.somerset.gov.uk/ls/click?upn=BIbvJnKm-2FXeqggmZWBFE7tP8Bty3JkGsieXed7TR7zeDV04B1pNQt84qr2kDb4i2qRI4ftHCWLr-2FRyKHhbvmaUWieeDIXSI5DdTDtjfMLyhV8mzScCQhYpEuiwbuH8PMYP2gS9T-2FR68FHtW51yBIRpJpFCZMcyo38pwHoPtwPdHzeAJwvnBrsblHn3Jg51qkisLFndBOLLQODSPQ-2B-2FdtTFkhDc-2FTqOehaEJAd6ZVE46a7bK1kSuUdjHi7MAq5mwvVo5V_-2BkWwmum167TIhcZQ8GdMl5gra-2FkKa7BeWqEVxIns-2F4JgsHcy9se-2B1L2pqldHWz-2FuQNa9DNleG7R-2B2hmhvqT972DAAWi4gd-2BBTLHu7jJo2RfJKI3WVvDgQjopg0Skc2qzIjGSn195jT-2Buv5PLmA85givbEdq1KOEnVUQcRBFS9DAPw2caOp0HiWiA75tzi8-2FuzQ6dnWbUdeZOxMHYHLr-2FHTROxMJWvXq-2FoxrANMKXF7BOne8ZVSY6ed32cDGELpsG


The major areas of expected spend include: 

 Paying a 10% increase to all care home providers to help them stay 

financially viable through the crisis - £1m/month (minimum of three 

months) 

 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) – Government provides 30% of 

the PPE required by key workers in Somerset, Somerset County 

Council is funding the remaining 70% - predicted cost £10m 

 Setting up and running two new care homes in Yeovil and Wellington - 

£1m each 

  

 

 

 

NHS South West urges people to continue their 

vaccinations 

The NHS is urging people across the South West to continue getting their 

regular immunisations during the COVID-19 pandemic. There are concerns 

that children and adults may miss their essential, routine vaccinations such as 

the MMR (Measles, Mumps and Rubella) vaccination and whooping cough 

(pertussis) for pregnant women. GP practices across the South West 

continue to offer all routine immunisations and are doing so in a safe way in 

accordance with Government social distancing and infection control 

guidelines. 
 

 

 

http://url8919.somerset.gov.uk/ls/click?upn=BIbvJnKm-2FXeqggmZWBFE7tP8Bty3JkGsieXed7TR7zeDV04B1pNQt84qr2kDb4i2qRI4ftHCWLr-2FRyKHhbvmaUWieeDIXSI5DdTDtjfMLyhV8mzScCQhYpEuiwbuH8PMYP2gS9T-2FR68FHtW51yBIRpJpFCZMcyo38pwHoPtwPdHzeAJwvnBrsblHn3Jg51qkTXhbJB1HysqRtzB-2BYVzRtczTuZh-2Fq05o9LIV-2BzHbHrO4GZbH8PDkbD1B78UsJefIMei3_-2BkWwmum167TIhcZQ8GdMl5gra-2FkKa7BeWqEVxIns-2F4JgsHcy9se-2B1L2pqldHWz-2FuQNa9DNleG7R-2B2hmhvqT971mS2tyVBGD2Smr745yNZHPM9FPKhuCmSBclT67HTYSCUq9jMZpKgQal6B7L-2FSxM-2FIvfnrzbsfCrY-2FKqOr95sD7aFGmjV7WIVg-2BhcoSQA0lRAziAoRRG4q3xwDAlUQLXNgU2zZGa3X5aHb-2Fg-2BnQNRxcBJiW3uMBKD9CLoS3IUyxT
http://url8919.somerset.gov.uk/ls/click?upn=BIbvJnKm-2FXeqggmZWBFE7tP8Bty3JkGsieXed7TR7zeDV04B1pNQt84qr2kDb4i2qRI4ftHCWLr-2FRyKHhbvmaUWieeDIXSI5DdTDtjfMLyhV8mzScCQhYpEuiwbuH8PMYP2gS9T-2FR68FHtW51yBIRpJpFCZMcyo38pwHoPtwPdHzeAJwvnBrsblHn3Jg51qk7UKQsJnc6wOC-2FA6f8cntrdH-2F6XKiP1vt5WfpMQ6hlVI3hKGF0XZPTo8KoT9E3nbKZGj3_-2BkWwmum167TIhcZQ8GdMl5gra-2FkKa7BeWqEVxIns-2F4JgsHcy9se-2B1L2pqldHWz-2FuQNa9DNleG7R-2B2hmhvqT977YjnObIb-2BCTLRtqZw-2FgKZul22QAVCIUYL-2FLlhzZCEYwZMNkZmTHKBXj5W-2F7vQ9hH9eFDAYbzRGNNyqJnTHQU9S8gz-2Fif2yYT9TmUupmG4MQiOKGuS1hj5JSU7ksn74R39AUmfD6eT30BEBsv7a003KcCtlWLf0K7KZOEKgHcp3l


 

Tell us what you love about our country or draw a 

dragon for #SomersetDay 

It’s Somerset Day on 11 May and though it’s not the time for events or 

gatherings, we can still celebrate our fabulous county together virtually. We 

will be joining the festivities online and asking people to tell us why they love 

Somerset using the #SomersetDay and #SomersetProud hashtags on Twitter 

or Instagram. 

Tell us what you miss most about our amazing county and what you’ll be 

doing as soon as lockdown is lifted. It could be visiting a shop, scene, person, 

place, sound, taste, walk – or your favourite place to watch the sunset. Make 

a pledge to visit your favourite place as soon as the restrictions are lifted. If 

you’re on Twitter, tag @SomersetCouncil in too and we’ll share as many as 

we can And for the children – we want to get a dragon alongside a rainbow in 

everyone’s windows! We’re asking children to draw a dragon or colour in our 

very own Sparky the dragon – put them in your window and tag us in photos 

Go to this link to download Sparky which you can colour in. 
 

 

 

 

Bounce Back Loans scheme now live 

Small firms are to get access starting this week to 100% taxpayer-backed 

loans offering firms up to £50,000 within days of applying. In order to apply for 

the loan, small businesses will be required to fill in a two-page self-

http://url8919.somerset.gov.uk/ls/click?upn=BIbvJnKm-2FXeqggmZWBFE7tP8Bty3JkGsieXed7TR7zeDV04B1pNQt84qr2kDb4i2qRI4ftHCWLr-2FRyKHhbvmaUWieeDIXSI5DdTDtjfMLyhV8mzScCQhYpEuiwbuH8PMYP2gS9T-2FR68FHtW51yBIRpJpFCZMcyo38pwHoPtwPdHzeAJwvnBrsblHn3Jg51qkYyokiqeM0oM-2BhHsQ1O7KWBqB4840WuEDLmulhms0z2Qfc9p-2BQI71diiLEtNk6Vswn6C7_-2BkWwmum167TIhcZQ8GdMl5gra-2FkKa7BeWqEVxIns-2F4JgsHcy9se-2B1L2pqldHWz-2FuQNa9DNleG7R-2B2hmhvqT976AWYYZeDWgZuaukjFKkxm2DmvUKKsCxeOAcFEfckwhbingKQulXaJwpQCQoE2atVKTiT6egiGQ5IQ9YQPinQ3u33RmiubrTMMDANgBK5E5-2B-2BlnfxjpfHayS-2FQtmY0EAhcNv6uR-2Fy9hHPfL7Qx3iE8cU3TeMCUYIRjhMzUzAVKJW
http://url8919.somerset.gov.uk/ls/click?upn=BIbvJnKm-2FXeqggmZWBFE7tP8Bty3JkGsieXed7TR7zeDV04B1pNQt84qr2kDb4i2qRI4ftHCWLr-2FRyKHhbvmaUWieeDIXSI5DdTDtjfMLyhV8mzScCQhYpEuiwbuH8PMYP2gS9T-2FR68FHtW51yBIRpJpFCZMcyo38pwHoPtwPdHzeAJwvnBrsblHn3Jg51qkisLFndBOLLQODSPQ-2B-2FdtTFkhDc-2FTqOehaEJAd6ZVE46a7bK1kSuUdjHi7MAq5mwvva-c_-2BkWwmum167TIhcZQ8GdMl5gra-2FkKa7BeWqEVxIns-2F4JgsHcy9se-2B1L2pqldHWz-2FuQNa9DNleG7R-2B2hmhvqT972JoY-2BrKSmYevbsf9MPhe9SAjf6CKyC1T1Iha3WGyu0NkLHXddtXWoyAlMtLSw4cGOsihsC7EfMOUy-2FxnT9ZdPnrhRzLNQT6EF9KsvqEF0Xq88cqqtMGoPv57QzdQOMNfa-2FP-2FC2Kpo80aj2UzCD-2FnGoxCjW5xKMB7p0-2FkkR0Wce8


certification form online. The loan terms mean that no capital or interest 

repayments will be due for one year. Instead, the government will pay the 

interest for the first 12 months. 
 

 

 

 

Every Mind Matters 

Every Mind Matters is now tailored to support people through social 

distancing and home isolation. Find guidance, advice and tips on how to 

maintain your mental wellbeing if you need to stay at home or are worried and 

anxious about the outbreak. 

 

 

 

 

Send to a friend 

These coronavirus bulletins are now available to anyone! Please send to a 

friend who would like to stay up to date with the latest developments. To sign 

up simply visit www.somerset.gov.uk/coronavirus. 
 

 

 

http://url8919.somerset.gov.uk/ls/click?upn=BIbvJnKm-2FXeqggmZWBFE7tP8Bty3JkGsieXed7TR7zeDV04B1pNQt84qr2kDb4i2qRI4ftHCWLr-2FRyKHhbvmaUWieeDIXSI5DdTDtjfMLyhV8mzScCQhYpEuiwbuH8PMYP2gS9T-2FR68FHtW51yBIRpJpFCZMcyo38pwHoPtwPdHzeAJwvnBrsblHn3Jg51qkZNZ5tjNU5fKzLsV8qXG2vBayRBQZtRb6qxZybjcPBrjapMvnn10cxgl8y1Wl0C8trNTy_-2BkWwmum167TIhcZQ8GdMl5gra-2FkKa7BeWqEVxIns-2F4JgsHcy9se-2B1L2pqldHWz-2FuQNa9DNleG7R-2B2hmhvqT974VXWIxvju9UGccB7x0PH1yKreZQZkOsTYwS6qFdcECldluUCucLzIqk1YTKNdA8dMnDSDh-2FFfbdDHN93-2FLL6jnY0Hy-2F1lMtLVNYAlxrgMjQPAowkxInSxGLtkWwrwQXQD4foNtBbNSuphJJ748cfmvY-2BLtRgiujejaN22eg14eZ
http://url8919.somerset.gov.uk/ls/click?upn=BIbvJnKm-2FXeqggmZWBFE7tP8Bty3JkGsieXed7TR7zeDV04B1pNQt84qr2kDb4i2qRI4ftHCWLr-2FRyKHhbvmaUWieeDIXSI5DdTDtjfMLyhV8mzScCQhYpEuiwbuH8PMYP2gS9T-2FR68FHtW51yBIRpJpFCZMcyo38pwHoPtwPdHzeAJwvnBrsblHn3Jg51qkCsSKInobSKt-2FrUe7-2FdfIzKCKTDzOnz5n7NX5MKbzD-2BpLD4EgPjvXfNhjk-2BvjO9iw3t_d_-2BkWwmum167TIhcZQ8GdMl5gra-2FkKa7BeWqEVxIns-2F4JgsHcy9se-2B1L2pqldHWz-2FuQNa9DNleG7R-2B2hmhvqT978qyLBAQ5i0c-2BbhSt58zjcQRAUPJvJoWbgLlmK2J7zHU6QHs5uvoe7l7TYbY96WMwwMT-2BL1iJhGUASv0REg3Iwo-2FuGLEbtJQLVU6a-2F6litOPVhJqNSUopJmgM48qNtnvpVE3zfwFJg6fLWEi61qz4FCFyQWDAqMNRsNxwSOJssgS
http://url8919.somerset.gov.uk/ls/click?upn=BIbvJnKm-2FXeqggmZWBFE7tP8Bty3JkGsieXed7TR7zeDV04B1pNQt84qr2kDb4i2qRI4ftHCWLr-2FRyKHhbvmaUWieeDIXSI5DdTDtjfMLyhV8mzScCQhYpEuiwbuH8PMYP2gS9T-2FR68FHtW51yBIRpJpFCZMcyo38pwHoPtwPdHzeAJwvnBrsblHn3Jg51qkEjl-2FxyycNpCqsZ-2BwkfbkVVevCYmhLxEi7ZDVJNeeSp0RgHQKZvWtYMJgSLCku4Oqec0-_-2BkWwmum167TIhcZQ8GdMl5gra-2FkKa7BeWqEVxIns-2F4JgsHcy9se-2B1L2pqldHWz-2FuQNa9DNleG7R-2B2hmhvqT978S9bIXu6CVPSGpZlMpbNpIoeQjrbXKkSUsPB2uTNTSa9-2FncXYUnalL4AgR3M5t-2BSNdzKGdCgFH39TURW8RA0Qzx8MnmHt5qne46c2ldm31DT4u9vt15-2F4dyRn2jCsF-2F95dKUxkhZWryenh2xamXW1ksgmacoTgrTquiu1vGnixd
http://url8919.somerset.gov.uk/ls/click?upn=BIbvJnKm-2FXeqggmZWBFE7tP8Bty3JkGsieXed7TR7zeDV04B1pNQt84qr2kDb4i2qRI4ftHCWLr-2FRyKHhbvmaUWieeDIXSI5DdTDtjfMLyhV8mzScCQhYpEuiwbuH8PMYP2gS9T-2FR68FHtW51yBIRpJpFCZMcyo38pwHoPtwPdHzeAJwvnBrsblHn3Jg51qkSSzFh-2FdFxF-2BWqOC57iDLfQ2LHeJ9va6NSXbwIN7BWi31VyeAQfdX1LcHGmJ8fXfjnYm3_-2BkWwmum167TIhcZQ8GdMl5gra-2FkKa7BeWqEVxIns-2F4JgsHcy9se-2B1L2pqldHWz-2FuQNa9DNleG7R-2B2hmhvqT97xErDI9-2F2Yvb0gZMOb-2Bfk0pF7eLOn73I-2BEYKkbF3XbbMZYZxZowdIHaDpfFCDGBZ4DkxyVweQjcnw-2FQElS9b4-2FHUL4jKQfiAOCtrr43nVUwa5Nh-2BgLp1Mt16x9FPKJizNWxKSUL1bblfyu2CDFxzTlDr-2F9ByG3aNPTl0RwRt3UDS


 

 

  

 


